
Adaptation of the health sector 
to climate and environmental 
risks: 
a WHO perspective

Sally Edwards

Coordinator, Health and the Environment



GPW13



Climate 
Change and 

Health

WHO 2019

The health sector 
contributes almost 5% 
to global net emissions

Loss & damage of 
physical infraestructure



Climate Resilient health systems

WHO 
Operational 

framework for 
building 

climate-resilient 
health systems

CCH 
Vulnerability 

and 
Adaptation 

Assessments Health 
component of 

National 
Adaptation 

Plans

Integrated 
risk 

monitoring 
and early 
warning

Climate-
informed 

health 
programmes

Climate 
resilience in 

all areas

Streamlining 
financial 

resources for 
health and 

climate 
change

Healthy 
Nationally 

Determined 
Contributions 

to the Paris 
Agreement

4

Climate 
Resilient 

water safety 
plans Climate 

Resilience & 
air pollution 
– co-benefits



Intersectoral Action

Bringing health to the 
centre of CC and Env 

initiatives

Building climate 
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One health approach



• Global repository of interventions for creating healthier environments and improving health
• Overview and easy access of 500 actions



Thank you

For more information, please contact:
Sally Edwards
Coordinator, Health and the environment
edwardss@who.int
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